Course Endorsement Update March 2011

Course endorsement will be available this yeastodents who achieve 14 or more
credits at Merit and/or Excellence in a course.sen®4 or more credits must include
a minimum of 3 internally-assessed credits andt8really-assessed credits. Exempt
from this rule are courses that include 14 or nooeglits in Physical Education or
Religious Studies or level 3 Visual Arts.

Entries

Schools need to provide a course list (course nam@€odes) and assign courses
from their list to candidates’ entries when subimgitfiles to NZQA. We have been
working with the Student Management System (SM$&jlees to ensure their
systems will provide this functionality in a wayatirequires minimal additional effort
from schools. For web entry schools, NZQA has eoédrthe existing system and
has been testing this with Wellington based webyesthools.

Communicationswith schools

The Principals’ Nominees’ seminars will includeeggsent on course endorsement
and all participants will get an information pablat will include a Guide and a set of
examples illustrating how course endorsementshailhwarded in a range of
scenarios. (The Guide is attached to this update.)

Reporting of results

We are working on the re-design of the School Ressimmary so that it includes:
* Summaries of qualifications and awards (as it doesently).
* Course endorsements (including the course namidgmtified by the school)
* Greater differentiation between unit and achievarstandards
» Greater differentiation between internal and exdeassessment
» Literacy/numeracy achievement

Models of possible formats will be presented todera Forum Qualifications Group
(LFQG) for consideration. This group consists ohmbers from Post Primary
Teachers' Association (PPTA), Ministry of Educatibiew Zealand School Trustees
Association (NZSTA), New Zealand Secondary Prinlsigaouncil (NZSPC),
Secondary Principals’ Association of New ZealanBASZ), Universities New
Zealand, Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu (The Correspared8chool) and NZQA.

Evaluation of cour se endor sement

The Jessie Hetherington Centre for Educational &ebkgDirector, Prof Luanna
Meyer) has been contracted to evaluate course ssment. They have completed the
collection of data to inform the three-year evalat

Contact

If you have any queries, please contact your ScRetdtionship Manager on 04 463
3000 orfirstname.lastname@nzga.govt.nz
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Course Endorsement Guide

Introduction

Course endorsement provides recognition for stisdehb perform exceptionally
well in individual courses. A course endorsementloa gained independently of a
qualification. For example, a student may gain aitadorsement for their Level 2
Mathematics course without achieving the NCEA Legualification.

Rules for calculating a course endorsement

1. A course will be endorsed with Excellence whendtuelent achieves 14 or more
credits with Excellence in the course.

2. A course will be endorsed with Merit when a studmsitieves 14 or more credits
with Merit or Excellence in the course.

3. These 14 or more credits must include a minimui® ioternally-assessed credits
and 3 externally-assessed credits.

Exempted from this rule are courses that includerlore credits in Physical

Education or Religious Studies or Level 3 VisualsAA course will be endorsed:

o if 14 or more credits are achieved with Merit orcEkence from internally
assessed Physical Education or Religious Stucheslatds

o if 14 credits are achieved with Merit or Excellericen one of the
externally assessed Level 3 Visual Arts standardst or more credits are
achieved with Merit or Excellence from internallysassed Level 3 Visual
Arts standards.

4. The course must be completed within one school year

5. All exclusions will apply. Where one or more startt$aassess the same learning
outcome they are mutually exclusive for all NCEAalijications and
endorsements.

6. A course endorsement is gained at the level ofaest-level standard making
up the eligible credits.

7. Courses may include unit standards, but only dardards with Merit and/or
Excellence criteria will contribute to an endorseme

8. Course endorsement does not include Scholarship.

Setting up courses

Schools set up courses in the usual way. The aditianal requirement is to
associate students’ entries with a course. Wherteeeschool makes an entry, they
need to enter the code for the course they wargtdrelard to belong to. If the school
uses a Student Management System, the vendordviBe@how to enter the course
code in the system. For schools using NZQA’s Wetri&nsystem, NZQA will
provide support for the changes.

Each course is identified by a course code andieseacname. The course code,
established by the school, can be made up of d@®ydeor numbers to a maximum of



10 characters, including spaces E@1301. The course name is also established by
the school and can be made up of any letters obetsrto a maximum of 60
characters, ellathematics with Calculus.

Course names, such as those published in the &lcoaliculum handbooks and on
reports to parents, will be included in studen¢sult notices, so they should be clear
and meaningful. They should not include proprietargponsorship names.

Some points to note:

» Course endorsements are gained at the level ddwest level standard included
in the eligible credits. Therefore care shoulddleeh with a course name that
contains a level number and which has assignedbirei or more standards from
another level. A student’s result notice couldestéor examplel.evel 3 Applied
Mathematics Endorsed with Excellence at Level 2, if the 14 eligible credits
include one or more Level 2 standards.

» Courses can be tailored for individual studentsyTimay be entered for different
combinations of standards for the same course.

* Schools can make changes to students’ entriesoarwlitse names and codes up
to the cut-off date of 1 October.

* Itis not mandatory for all courses to be endomsétblat is, to contain more than
14 credits with a minimum of 3 internally assesaed 3 externally assessed
credits).

« Itis not mandatory for all entries to be assigted course, e.g. some Gateway or
first aid standards.

» Standards assessed in a previous year and repof&tQA for the first time in
the current year do not count towards a currentyeadorsement. For example,
a Level 1 Mathematics standard assessed lastry&arar 10 should not be added
to the student’s Level 1 Mathematics course inctimeent year. It must be
reported unassigned to a course.

Reporting course information to NZQA

When schools send entries to NZQA two featuresexgeired for course
endorsement:

1. A course list: the school needs to provide NZ@t a list of all their course
codes and course names for the school year. Ay eraty not be assigned to a
course if it is not on the course list.

2. The course code associated with an entry: theodmeeds to enter a course code
against all entries to make them eligible for ceuradorsement.

Schools should send NZQA their course list and s&8igning courses to entries in
their first file for the year. NZQA will contact srschools which have not provided
this information by their 1 Julyle.

Transfers

Students transferring from one school to anothendwan academic year should not
be disadvantaged in terms of course endorsemeatcdinent process for
withdrawing a student from their old school andaodintg and entering them at their
new school will not change. The new school willrbsponsible for setting up the
student’s new courses to accommodate standar@siglezhieved, wherever
possible.



